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SECTION A: Reading Comprehension                                     (20 marks) 

Read the following passage carefully. 

The Rescue Dogs 

Times were hard for Mr Tike, the owner of Tike’s Dogs’ Home.  Things 
were so bad that Mr Tike was selling it, along with all the dogs.  He gave a 
sad sigh as he nailed up a FOR SALE sign. 

Inside the home, the dogs were sad too.  Mr Tike had rescued them all and 
given them a safe place to live. 

“I wonder who the new owner will be”, woofed Bob the Collie. 

“I hope they’ll be as nice as Mr 
Tike”, yelped Pip the Pointer. 

A few days later, two strangers 
arrived at Tike’s. 

“Hello, I’m Mrs Hood”.  

“And I’m Mr Wink”. 

“We want to buy your sweet little doggy home”, said Mrs Hood. 

Mr Tike showed them around. 

In the yard, the dogs rushed up to greet the visitors. 

“You let the…….dogs run around?” asked Mr Wink. 

“Of course,” replied Mr Tike. 

“How charming,” said Mrs Hood, with a sickly smile.  

In less than a week, the new owners had taken over. 
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“Now then,” scowled Mrs Hood, as soon as Mr Tike had gone. “Let’s get 
these hairy fleabags out of the way”.  Mr Wink rounded up the dogs.  They 
yelped and barked as he locked them in a cage. 

“What’s going on?” Heidi the Dachshund asked the others. 

“Mr Tike never treated us like this,” said Winnie the Bulldog. 

“We have to get out,” said Pip the Pointer. 

“Let me try,” said Heidi the Dachshund.  Taking a deep breath, she 
squeezed out of the cage 

“Grab the keys!” called Bob.  Heidi climbed onto a kennel and jumped up 
to the keys. 

She freed the others and they ran into the house.  On the table they found 
a scrapbook. 

“Hood and Wink are bank robbers!” gasped Bob. 

Just then, the dogs heard the pair talking in the yard. 

“Remember when this was a field?” Mr Hood was saying. “It was a perfect 
place to bury our money”. 

“We’ll have to bulldoze the doghouse, as they have built it while we were 
in jail.  So we have to dig up,” insisted Mrs Wink. 

The dogs had heard enough and from their hiding place they all leapt onto 
Mr Wink and Mrs Hood.  All the dogs tugged, nipped and chased the 
robbers, all the way to the local police station.   A reward of money was 
given later to Mr Tike, who returned happily to take care of the Dogs’ 
Home.  

Adapted from ‘The Rescued Dogs’ written by Russell Punter 

  


