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HALF  YEARLY  EXAMINATIONS 
        Maria Regina College 
Scholastic Year 2016/2017 

 

Year 6  English - Listening Comprehension Time: 30 minutes 

TEACHER’S PAPER 

Procedure for Task One 

Look at Task One. 

(Allow 15 second pause while students familiarize themselves with the page). 

Listen carefully.  You will listen to the reader twice. 

Now listen to some interesting information about Rainforests.  If you wish you 
may start working the exercises as you listen.(3 minutes). 

What are Rainforests?  

Tropical rainforests are forests with tall trees, warm climates, and lots of rain. 
In some rainforests it rains more than 2cm nearly every day of the year! 

Rainforests are found in Africa,  Asia,  Australia, and Central and South 
America.  The largest rainforest in the world is the Amazon rainforest in South 
America. 

What is the canopy?  
 
In the rainforest most plant and animal life is not found on the forest floor, but 
in the leafy world known as the canopy. The canopy, which may be over 30 m 
above the ground, is made up of the overlapping branches and leaves of 

http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/africa.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/asia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/australia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/amazon.html
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rainforest trees. Many well-known animals including monkeys, frogs, lizards, 
birds, snakes, sloths, and small cats are found in the canopy.   
The conditions of the canopy are very different from the conditions of the forest 
floor. During the day, the canopy is drier and hotter than other parts of the 
forest. 
 
The Rainforest floor 
 
The rainforest floor is often dark and humid due to constant shade from the 
canopy's leaves. Despite its constant shade, the rainforest floor is an important 
part of the forest ecosystem.  
Many of the largest rainforest animals are found on the forest floor. Some of 
these are elephants the tapir, tigers, and the jaguar. 

Rainforest people 

Tropical rainforests are home to tribal people who rely on their surroundings 
for food, shelter, and medicines. Today very few forest people live in traditional 
ways; most have been displaced by outside settlers or have been forced to give 
up their lifestyles by governments. 

Kids in the Rainforest 

Although they generally don't watch TV, use the Internet, or play video games, 
kids in the rainforest do many of the same things you probably do. They play 
with friends, help their families with chores, and go to school.  
Since "rainforest kids" live closer to nature, they learn things that are helpful in 
the environment around them. From an early age many children learn how to 
fish, hunt, and collect materials and food from the forest. Instead of going to a 
playground or a shopping mall for fun, children in places like the Amazon spend 
most of their time outdoors playing in the forest and in rivers and streams. 

 

http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/monkeys1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/frogs%20and%20toads1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/lizards1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/birds1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/snakes1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/sloths1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/ocelots1.html


____________________________________________________________ 
English Listening Comprehension Year 6            Page 3 of 13  February 2017 

 
 

Exercise 1: 

Listen to the sentences and underline the correct word or phrase in the 
brackets. (Include a 4-second pause after each number.) 

Number 1: In some rainforests it rains (more than 2cm, exactly 2cm, less than 
2cm) nearly every day of the year!(4 seconds) 

Number 2: In the rainforest most plant and animal life is (found on the forest 
floor, not found on the forest floor, found near the lake) (4 seconds) 

Number 3: During the day, the canopy is (hotter and wetter, drier and hotter, 
moister and colder) than other parts of the forest.(4 seconds) 

Number 4: Tropical rainforests are home to tribal people who rely on their 
surroundings for (food and shelter, clothes and entertainment, 
shelter and money).(4 seconds) 

Number 5: The rainforest floor is often (bright and dry, humid and shining, 
dark and humid) due to constant shade from the canopy's leaves.  
(4 seconds) 

Exercise 2:  

True, False or No Information Given. Tick the correct box in the table below 
with a very good sign. 

1. Rainforests are found in Africa, Asia, Australia, and Central and South 
America.  
Tick the correct box now.(4 seconds) 

2. The largest rainforest in the world is found in Asia. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
 

http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/africa.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/asia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/australia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
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3. The conditions of the canopy are very different from the conditions of the 
forest floor. 
Tick the correct box now.(4 seconds) 

4. Today many forest people live in traditional ways. 
Tick the correct box now.(4 seconds) 

5. Rainforest kids get their school books from nearby villages. 
Tick the correct box now.(4 seconds) 

Now you will hear the text again.  

Listen carefully.  

Task One 

What are Rainforests?  

Tropical rainforests are forests with tall trees, warm climates, and lots of rain. 
In some rainforests it rains more than 2cm nearly everyday of the year! 

Rainforests are found in Africa,  Asia,  Australia, and Central and South 
America.  The largest rainforest in the world is the Amazon rainforest in South 
America. 

What is the canopy?  
 
In the rainforest most plant and animal life is not found on the forest floor, but 
in the leafy world known as the canopy. The canopy, which may be over 30 m 
above the ground, is made up of the overlapping branches and leaves of 
rainforest trees. Many well-known animals including monkeys, frogs, lizards, 
birds, snakes, sloths, and small cats are found in the canopy.  
 
The conditions of the canopy are very different from the conditions of the forest 
floor. During the day, the canopy is drier and hotter than other parts of the 
forest. 

http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/africa.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/asia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/australia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/amazon.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/monkeys1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/frogs%20and%20toads1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/lizards1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/birds1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/snakes1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/sloths1.html
http://travel.mongabay.com/topics/new/ocelots1.html
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The Rainforest floor 
 
The rainforest floor is often dark and humid due to constant shade from the 
canopy's leaves. Despite its constant shade, the rainforest floor is an important 
part of the forest ecosystem.  
Many of thelargest rainforest animals are found on the forest floor. Some of 
these are elephants the tapir, tigers, and the jaguar. 

Rainforest people 

Tropical rainforests are home to tribal people who rely on their surroundings 
for food, shelter, and medicines. Today very few forest people live in traditional 
ways; most have been displaced by outside settlers or have been forced to give 
up their lifestyles by governments. 

Kids in the Rainforest 

Although they generally don't watch TV, use the Internet, or play video games, 
kids in the rainforest do many of the same things you probably do. They play 
with friends, help their families with chores, and go to school.  
Since "rainforest kids" live closer to nature, they learn things that are helpful in 
the environment around them. From an early age many children learn how to 
fish, hunt, and collect materials and food from the forest. Instead of going to a 
playground or a shopping mall for fun, children in places like the Amazon spend 
most of their time outdoors playing in the forest and in rivers and streams. 

Exercise 1: Listen to the sentences again. You may finish this task as you listen.  

Number 1: In some rainforests it rains (more than 2cm, exactly 2cm, less than 
2cm) nearly every day of the year!(4 seconds) 

Number 2: In the rainforest most plant and animal life is (found on the forest 
floor, not found on the forest floor, found near the lake) (4 seconds) 
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Number 3: During the day, the canopy is (hotter and wetter, drier and hotter, 
moister and colder) than other parts of the forest.(4 seconds) 

Number 4: Tropical rainforests are home to tribal people who rely on their 
surroundings for (food and shelter, clothes and entertainment, 
shelter and money).(4 seconds) 

Number 5: The rainforest floor is often (bright and dry, humid and shining, 
dark and humid) due to constant shade from the canopy's leaves. (4 
seconds) 

Exercise 2:  

True, False or No Information Given. Tick the correct box in the table below 
with a very good sign. 

1. Rainforests are found in Africa, Asia, Australia, and Central and South 
America.  
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 

2. The largest rainforest in the world is found in Asia. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 

3. The conditions of the canopy are very different from the conditions of the 
forest floor. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 

4. Today many forest people live in traditional ways. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 

5. Rainforest kids get their school books from nearby villages. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 

You may now have some time to check your answers. (30 seconds) 

This is the end of Task One. 

(Allow a 30 seconds pause between Task 1 and Task 2) 

http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/africa.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/asia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/australia.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/central_south_america.html
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Procedure for Task Two 

Look at the exercises for Task Two. 

(Allow 50 second pause while students familiarize themselves with the pages) 

Listen carefully.  You will listen to the reader twice. 

Now listen to some interesting facts about rainforests, the plants and animals 
that live in them. (2minutes 30seconds) 

1. The Amazon rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in the world. 
2. Rainforests get at least 250cm of rain a year.  Sometimes it’s almost 

double that, at 450cm.   
3. It can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s 

thick canopy to the floor. 
4. Scientists believe that there may be millions of plant and insect species in 

rainforests that have yet to be discovered. 
5. Over 25% of natural medicines have been discovered in rainforests. 
6. Rainforests used to cover 14% of the Earth’s surface but due to 

deforestation they now only cover around 6%. 
7. A wide variety of animals live in rainforests, including birds, snakes, 

insects, jaguars, cougars, chameleons, turtles, frogs, and many more. 
8. Three-toed sloth is the laziest rainforest animal and it spends 18 hours a 

day hanging upside down from a tree branch fast asleep. 
9. The Anaconda is the biggest rainforest snake and second biggest snake in 

the world. The heaviest on record was over 8 metres long and 1 metre 
round its middle and weighed almost 250 kilograms. 

10. Howler Monkey has the loudest voice. Every morning and evening groups 
of howler monkeys wail and roar in an ear-splitting chorus. Their calls can 
be heard almost 5km away! 

11. In Central American forests, rival strawberry poison dart frogs might 
wrestle for up to 20 minutes! 
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12. Veiled stinkhorn fungi, found in tropical rainforests, smell like rotten 
food. 

13. 80% of the flowers in the Australian rainforests are not found anywhere 
else in the world. 

14. Some pine trees in Tasmania’s rainforests can live for 2,000 years! 
15. The Korowai people of New Guinea live in tree houses as high as 45m off 

the ground! 
 

http://www.ngkids.co.uk/science-and-nature/15-cool-things-about-rainforests 

http://www.reference4kids.com/animals/interesting_facts_about_rainforest_animals
.html 

Listen to the exercises and complete them.  

(Include the 4 second pause after each item.) 

Exercise 3 

Match the parts of the sentences in Column A with those in Column B to form a 
complete sentence and write the correct number in the box.  

The first one is done for you. In Column A, number one, we read: Rainforests 
used to cover 14% of the Earth’s surface ...In Column B, the other part of this 
sentence is: … but due to deforestation they now only cover around 6%. So I 
wrote number one in the box next to it.  

Now I am going to read Column A and Column B. While I am reading you may 
match the parts of the sentences. 

Coloumn A 

Number 1. Rainforests used to cover 14% of the Earth’s surface 

Number 2. Scientists believe that there may be millions 

http://www.ngkids.co.uk/science-and-nature/15-cool-things-about-rainforests
http://www.reference4kids.com/animals/interesting_facts_about_rainforest_animals.html
http://www.reference4kids.com/animals/interesting_facts_about_rainforest_animals.html
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Number 3. The Amazon rainforest is the 

Number 4. In Central American forests, rival strawberry poison dart frogs 

Number 5. 80% of the flowers in the Australian rainforests  

Number 6. Three-toed sloth is the laziest rainforest animal 

 

Coloumn B: 

largest tropical rainforest in the world. 

and it spends 18 hours a day hanging upside down from a tree branch fast 
asleep. 

are not found anywhere else in the world. 

of plant and insect species in rainforests that have yet to be discovered 

might wrestle for up to 20 minutes! 

but due to deforestation they now only cover around 6%. 

Exercise 4 

Fill in each blank with the right  word or phrase. (Include a 4-second pause 
after each item.) 

1. Rainforests get at least 250cm of rain a year.  Sometimes it’s almost 
_______________ that, at 450cm.  (4 seconds) 

2. It can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s 
thick _______________ to the _______________.  
(4 seconds) 
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3. Howler monkeys have the _______________ voice. Every morning and 
evening groups of howler monkeys wail and roar in an ear-splitting chorus.  

(4 seconds) 

4. Over 25% of natural _______________ have been discovered in 
rainforests. (4 seconds) 
 
Now you will hear the reading again.  
Listen carefully.  

1. The Amazon rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in the world. 
2. Rainforests get at least 250cm of rain a year.  Sometimes it’s almost double 

that at 450cm.   
3. It can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s 

thick canopy to the floor. 
4. Scientists believe that there may be millions of plant and insect species in 

rainforests that have yet to be discovered. 
5. Over 25% of natural medicines have been discovered in rainforests. 
6. Rainforests used to cover 14% of the Earth’s surface but due to 

deforestation now only cover around 6%. 
7. A wide variety of animals live in rainforests, including birds, snakes, 

insects, jaguars, cougars, chameleons, turtles, frogs, and many more. 
8. Three-toed sloth is the laziest rainforest animal and it spends 18 hours a 

day hanging upside down from a tree branch fast asleep. 
9. The Anaconda is the biggest rainforest snake and second biggest snake in 

the world. The heaviest on record was over 8 metres long and 1 metre 
round its middle and weighed almost 250 kilograms. 

10. Howler Monkey has the loudest voice. Every morning and evening groups of 
howler monkeys wail and roar in an ear-splitting chorus. Their calls can be 
heard almost 5km away! 
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11. In Central American forests, rival strawberry poison dart frogs might 
wrestle for up to 20 minutes! 

12. Veiled stinkhorn fungi, found in tropical rainforests, smell like rotten food. 
13. 80% of the flowers in the Australian rainforests are not found anywhere 

else in the world. 
14. Some pine trees in Tasmania’s rainforests can live for 2,000 years! 
15. The Korowai people of New Guinea live in tree houses as high as 45m off 

the ground! 
 

http://www.ngkids.co.uk/science-and-nature/15-cool-things-about-rainforests 

http://www.reference4kids.com/animals/interesting_facts_about_rainforest_animals
.html 

Listen to the exercises again.  
You may finish off any remaining exercises as you listen.  

Exercise 3 

Match the parts of the sentences in Column A with those in Column B to form a 
complete sentence and write the correct number in the box.  

The first one is done for you. In Column A, number one, we read: Rainforests 
used to cover 14% of the Earth’s surface ...In Column B, the other part of this 
sentence is : … but due to deforestation they now only cover around 6%. So I 
wrote number one in the box next to it.  

Now I am going to read Column A and Column B. While I am reading you may 
match the parts of the sentences. 

Coloumn A 

Number 1. Rainforests used to cover 14% of the Earth’s surface 

Number 2. Scientists believe that there may be millions 

http://www.ngkids.co.uk/science-and-nature/15-cool-things-about-rainforests
http://www.reference4kids.com/animals/interesting_facts_about_rainforest_animals.html
http://www.reference4kids.com/animals/interesting_facts_about_rainforest_animals.html
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Number 3. The Amazon rainforest is the 

Number 4. In Central American forests, rival strawberry poison dartfrogs 

Number 5. 80% of the flowers in the Australian rainforests  

Number 6. Three-toed sloth is the laziest rainforest animal 

Coloumn B: 

largest tropical rainforest in the world. 

and it spends 18 hours a day hanging upside down from a tree branch fast 
asleep. 

are not found anywhere else in the world. 

of plant and insect species in rainforests that have yet to be discovered. 

might wrestle for up to 20 minutes! 

but due to deforestation now only cover around 6%. 

Exercise 4 

Fill in each blank with the right word or phrase. (Include a 4-second pause after 
each item.) 

1. Rainforests get at least 250cm of rain a year.  Sometimes it’s almost 
_______________ that at 450cm.  (4 seconds) 

2. It can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s 
thick _______________ to the _______________.  
(4 seconds) 
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3. Howler monkeys have the _______________ voice. Every morning and 
evening groups of howler monkeys wail and roar in an ear-splitting chorus.  
(4 seconds) 

4. Over 25% of natural _______________ have been discovered in 
rainforests. (4 seconds) 

You now have some time to check your answers. (Allow 1 minute.)  

This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening Comprehension Paper. 


