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                                                                HALF YEARLY EXAMINATIONS 

     Maria Regina College  

             Scholastic Year 2017 - 2018 

                                                       
 

 
Year 6                            SOCIAL STUDIES                Time: 1 hour 

 

Name:  ___________________________  

Class:  ___________________________ 

School: ___________________________ 
 

Read the following instructions carefully: 

 Write your name, surname, your class and the name of your school. 
 Before you write your answer, make sure that you have understood the 

question well. 
 In case that you do not know an answer, leave it for later, when you have 

finished all the exercises, so you continue answering the other questions.   
 In case you make a mistake, cross it out neatly and write your answer 

again.  
 When you finish answering all the questions, go through your answers 

from the start so that you check your work and correct any mistakes that 
you may have made.  Fill in any unanswered questions.  

                Total Marks 

 
80 
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John 

Section A: The Great Siege of Malta 
 

 

A) Fill in the blanks with the correct answer from the list of words which 
are given underneath. The first one has been done for you.                                                                 
                                                                                    (10 x 1 mark = 10 marks) 

 

 

Mediterranean, commercial, John, Malta, enemy, attacks,  
Turks, galleys, Christian, Suleiman, Muslim 

 

From ancient times the Knights of St _______________ were the greatest  

_______________ of the _______________ .  The Ottoman Sultan 

_______________ decided to destroy the Knights once and for all since they 

have long been on his nerves.  The Ottoman Empire wanted to rid itself from the 

Knights of St John who were in _______________ at the time.  The Turks 

wanted to conquer the island because of its strategic position in the middle of 

the ________________ Sea.  From here they could easily control the 

_______________ links between the East and the West. 

In addition to this, there was also the question of religion.  The Knights of St 

John were _____________ whilst the Turks were ____________.  Because 

of this, in the year 1565 the Turkish _______________ started their voyage 

towards Malta so as to start their _______________.  In doing so, they 

thought that they could easily win and conquer the Maltese Islands.  

Unfortunately for them, history taught us that things did not go as they 

planned!  
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B)  Write who the person is.  Fill in the blanks.                 (5 x 1 mark = 5 marks) 
 

Ex: The General of the Turkish Soldiers Mustafà Pasha 

1. The Grand Master of the Knights of St John 
and the leader of the Maltese during the 
Great Siege. 

 

2. The Master of the galleys of the Turkish 
fleet. 

 

3. A courageous Maltese who used to swim 
between St Angelo and St Elmo so as to 
deliver messages. 

 

4. The Turkish Corsair who died during the 
attacks on Fort St Elmo. 

 

5. The Vice-King of Sicily who sent relief 
troops to Malta on the 7th September. 
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C) Read the following passage and then answer the questions.          
                                                                                                                                (10 marks) 
 

The Turks had much more soldiers than the Knights of St John.  However, they 
still ended up as losers.  The Knights together with the Maltese found refuge 
inside the fortifications and the cities which were surrounded by bastions.  
These were strengthened and armed to their full capacity.  The Maltese and the 
Knights gave their utmost with immeasurable courage and full cooperation. This 
determination on the part of the Christians made the Turks realize that they 
had a difficult task ahead indeed and so their morale started waivering.  The 
Maltese and the Knights destroyed  everything that they could not take with 
them inside the fortifications.  In this way, the Turks did not even find anything 
to eat or drink.   
 
1. Give two reasons why you think that the Maltese and the Knights of St John 

won the Great Siege.                                                                                       (2 marks) 
 

a)  ____________________________________________________ 
 

b)  ____________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why did the Turks suffer great thirst during the Great Siege? 

__________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________      (1 mark) 
 

3. Write the names of the main three fortifications during the Great Siege. 
a)    Fort __________________ (1 mark)  

b)    Fort __________________ (1 mark) 

c)    Fort __________________ (1 mark) 

 

https://www.spottinghistory.com/view/5553/fort-st-angelo/
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4. Why were the cities of Mdina and the Citadel in Gozo not strong enough 
despite the fact that they were still surrounded by bastions? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________   (2 marks) 
 

5. Where does one find the monument that commemorates the Great Siege of 
Malta and who was the person that made it? 
 

a)  ______________________________________________             (1 mark) 

b)  ______________________________________________            (1 mark) 

 

 

 

Section B: The City of Valletta 
 

D)  Answer the following questions about the city of Valletta.           
                                                                                                         (10 x 1 mark = 10 marks) 
 

1. For which Grand Master is Valletta named? 

__________________________________                                   (1 mark) 

2. Why is this person so important for the Maltese? 

__________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________  (1 mark) 

3. What do we find today in the place where the first stone of the new city 
was laid? 

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
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4. The place that was chosen for the building of the new city was Gћolja 
Xiberras.  Mention one advantage and one disadvantage that this site 
had.  

advantage:  ________________________________________ (1 mark)  

disadvantage: ______________________________________ (1 mark)  

5. Who was the Italian architect who designed the new city? 

________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

6. Who was the Maltese architect responsible for the building of Valletta? 

________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

7. What was used from the quarry of the Manderaggio during the building of 
the new city?  

________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

8. After the building of Valletta, a lot of Maltese went to live in the new city.  
Why do you think this was so?  Give one reason.  

________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

9. Besides restoration, what can we do as people so that we truly look after 
our beautiful city? 

________________________________________________ (1 mark) 
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E)  Match the following by writing the correct number.  
                                                                                                         (10 x 1 mark = 10 marks) 
 

 

1. Water from Rabat to Valletta  is adorned with a Baroque style. 

2. The streets of Valletta   a World Heritage Site. 

3. Mattia Preti  lies in the fact that their 
foundation is solidly built onto 
rock. 

4. Many street corners that we find 
in Valletta 

 is a busy commercial centre 
visited by thousands of tourists. 

5. Grand Master de Vilhena   used to be delivered through 

the Aqueduct. 

6. Valletta is considered as  painted the ceiling of the 
Conventual Church of St John. 

7. The tenants were   were straight and constructed 
in the form of a grid. 

8. From the inside, the Co-
Cathedral of St John 

 built the Manoel Theatre. 

9. In this day and age, Valletta  are decorated with statues. 

10. The strength of the bastions of 
Valletta 

 like small dwellings which were 
specifically built because many 
Maltese went to live in the new 
city. 
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F) In Valletta we find a number of important buildings.  Read the 
information that is provided and indicate which is the building in the 
picture.  Write your answers on the lines next to the pictures.     

                                                                                                     (5 x 1 mark = 5 marks) 
                                                                                     

1. 

 

 

  

 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

This building is at the heart 
of Valletta.  In it we find the 
Knights’ Armoury and the 
Tapestry Hall. 

_______________________ 

This church looks more like 
an art museum since on the 
inside one finds a number of 
works of famous artists and 
some carved altars. 

________________________ 

This building was used as a 
hospital where the sick and 
the wounded were given the 
necessary attention.  It was 
considered as one of the 
best hospitals at the time. 

________________________ 
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4.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     5. 

 

 

 

 

 

Section C: Waste Management 
 

G) Underline the correct answer.                             (6 x 1 mark = 6 marks) 
 

1. The waste that we throw outside (enhances, ruins, decorates) the natural 
environment. 

2. The waste material which we take to the bring-in-sites needs to be (clean, 
dirty, very old). 

3. When we recycle paper and cardboard, we would be protecting the 
(factories, trees, houses). 

4. From the (batteries, recycled paper, food remains) we can make compost 
which nourishes the soil. 

5. Sustainable development is one which (destroys, impacts the least on, 
dirties) the environment, both now and in the future. 

6. Nowadays after the waste material is separated, it is thrown in the 
(garbage area, landfill, valleys). 

This was built around the 
new city so as to provide 
protection from the enemy’s 
attacks. 

________________________ 

This Auberge houses the 
office of the Prime Minister. 

________________________ 
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H) The following are objects which we can dispose of in the bring-in-sites.  
Put the following objects under the correct container.    (8 x 1 mark = 8 marks)    
 

plastic bottle newspaper 

tin can glass jar 

glass bottle plastic bag 

thin cardboard aluminium container 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plastic Paper Glass Metal 
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I)  Indicate whether the following are TRUE or FALSE.   (6 x 1 mark = 6 marks)              
                                                         
  

1. To recycle waste we make use of less electrical energy than 
we would have if we built an object from scratch. 

 

2. Till a few years ago, all the waste material in Malta used to 
be disposed of in landfills, like that of Magħtab. 

 

3. In Sant Antnin Waste Recycled Plant, products which are 
good for use are manufactured.  

 

4. Glass which is disposed of in the bring-in-sites is exported to 
countries which have factories that specifically recycle this 
material.  

 

5. We should dispose of heavy waste materials in the 
countryside. 

 

6. From recycled paper, factories can make toilet paper, 
newspapers and other types of paper.  

 

 

J)  Continue the sentences.                                                                (10 marks)   
  

1. We can help diminish waste by ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ . (2 marks) 

2.   Objects which we cannot dispose of in the bring-in-sites include 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ . (2 marks) 
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3.  Do you think that Malta is a clean country? Give a few reasons for your   
 answer.  
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________ .  (3 marks) 
 

4. As a citizen, what can you do to improve and enhance our natural 
environment?  

 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________ .  (3 marks) 
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