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HALF YEARLY EXAMINATIONS 
Maria Regina College 

Scholastic Year 2017 – 2018 
 

Year 5         English Listening Comprehension Time: 30 minutes 

TEACHER’S PAPER 
 
 
 
 

Guidelines for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination 
ALL INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO BE GIVEN IN ENGLISH 

 

 

Resources 
 

Teacher: Audio CD, Reading Text and Questions 
Each student: Pen and Examination Paper 
 

Introduction 
 

 The teacher in charge distributes the examination papers to the students and   
 asks them to write their name, surname and class on the front cover. 
 THE TEACHER TELLS THE STUDENTS TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS. 
 

PROCEDURE 

a) 5 minutes Students read the questions. 
b) 3 minutes The text is heard for the first time. 

(Students may start writing if they wish to.) 
c) 7 minutes The questions are read out and students answer them. 
d) 3 minutes The text is heard for the second time. 
e) 7 minutes The questions are read out again and students answer any 

unanswered questions. 
f) 5 minutes Final revision of answers by students. 

 
 

Exercise 1: (1 mark each) = 10 marks 
Exercise 2 a to h:  (½ mark each) = 4 marks 
Exercise 3:  (1 mark for each correct answer) = 6 marks 

TOTAL: 20 MARKS 
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Instruction 1: You have five minutes to read the questions silently.  Do not write 
anything.                                      
(Students read the questions silently for 5 minutes.) 
 

Instruction 2: Listen carefully as I read the passage about Roald Dahl.      
You may start writing as you listen. 
 

Roald Dahl 

"If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to 
read a lot of books."   Roald Dahl 

Roald Dahl was born in Wales on 13th September 1916 
to Norwegian parents. His father died when he was 3 
years old and he was raised by his mother.  He had a 
fairly unhappy time at boarding school which provided 
some of the inspiration for his later stories. 

After leaving school he worked for the Shell Oil Company based in Africa until 
the outbreak of World War II, when he signed up with the Royal Air Force. 
Unfortunately he was injured in action and eventually returned home as an 
invalid.  He was then sent to Washington DC to work as an officer where, 
almost by accident, he started his writing career.  When he was interviewed 
for an article about his time in action, he offered to write about his 
experiences.  His piece was published in the Saturday Evening Post, who 
signed him up to write more articles. 

In 1943 he wrote his first children's book, The Gremlins, which was originally 
intended to be made into an animated film by Walt Disney.  The film was not 
made and instead Dahl turned to writing adult fiction, not writing another 
children’s story until the 1960s. 

By this time he was a father himself and had started making up stories to 
entertain his own children.  From this came the stories of James and the Giant 
Peach and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  He went on to write twenty-one 
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children’s books including The BFG, Matilda and The Witches, all of which have 
been made into films.  Roald Dahl died on 23rd November 1990. 
 

Instruction 3: Now I will read the questions to you once. Listen to the exercises 
and complete them. 
 

 

 Exercise 1: Tick () the correct answer. 
 

1. Where was Roald Dahl born? 
a)  In Norway a)  
b)  In Wales b)  
c)  In Africa c) 
d)  In Washington d)  

      (4-second pause) 

2. What happened when Roald Dahl was three years old? 
a) He wrote stories a)  
b)  He was injured b) 
c)  His father died c)  
d)  World War II began d) 
(4-second pause) 

3. After leaving school, where did Roald Dahl work? 
a)  In a school a)  
b)  In a library b) 
c)  In a chocolate factory c) 
d)  In an oil company d) 
(4-second pause) 

4. What happened to Roald Dahl during the war? 
a)  He was injured a) 
b)  He died b)  
c)  He became an officer c) 
d)  He was imprisoned d) 
(4-second pause) 



_____________________________________________________________________ 
Page 4 of 6              English Listening Comprehension – Teacher’s Paper - Year 5               February 2018           

 

 

5. About what were Roald Dahl’s first articles? 
a)  About his childhood a) 
b)  About his experiences during the war b)  
c)  About his children c) 
d)  About cars d) 
(4-second pause) 

6. In which year did Roald Dahl write his first children’s book? 
a)  1916 a)  
b)  1943 b)  
c)  1960 c) 
d)  1990 d) 
(4-second pause) 

7. What kind of stories did Roald Dahl write after this? 
a)  True stories a)  
b)  Science fiction b)  
c)  Adult fiction c) 
d)  Biographies d) 
(4-second pause) 

8. Why did Roald Dahl start to narrate children’s stories? 
a)  To earn money a)  
b)  To become popular b)  
c)  To entertain his own children c) 
d)  To become an actor d) 
(4-second pause) 

9. What were some of Dahl’s writings made into? 
a)  Poetry a)  
b)  Concerts b)  
c)  Plays c) 
d)  Films d)  
(4-second pause) 
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10. In which month did Roald Dahl die? 
a)  March a)  
b)  July b)  
c)  September c) 
d)  November d)  
(4-second pause) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Exercise 2: Put a tick () to show whether each sentence is TRUE or 
FALSE. 

 
 
 
 
 

 TRUE FALSE 
a)   Roald Dahl’s parents were from Norway.  

 (4-second pause) 
 
 

 

b) When his father died he was taken to a children’s 
home.  

 (4-second pause) 

  

c) During World War II Dahl signed up with the 
Royal Air Force.     

 (4-second pause) 

  

d) The Saturday Evening Post signed him up to write 
articles.                      

 (4-second pause) 

  

e) Dahl’s first children’s book was called The Greens. 
 (4-second pause) 

  

f) Roald Dahl was a father and told stories to his 
children. 

 (4-second pause) 

  

g)  Roald Dahl wrote twenty-five children’s books. 
 (4-second pause) 

  

h) Roald Dahl is the author of James and the Giant 
Peach. 

 (4-second pause) 

  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Exercise 3: Fill in the blanks with a suitable WORD. 
 

 

a) His _______________ (4-second pause) time at boarding school was 
an _______________ (4-second pause) for his later stories.  

b) In Washington, Dahl  _______________ (4-second pause) as an 
officer and there he started his writing _______________ (4-second 
pause). 

c) One of Dahl’s most _______________ (4-second pause) children’s 
books was Charlie and the _______________ (4-second pause) 
Factory.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Instruction 4: I will read the passage and the questions to you a second time. 
You may complete any unanswered questions as I read. 

    (The passage and questions are read a second time.) 
 

Instruction 5: You have now five minutes to check your answers, and complete 
any unanswered questions.  

    (Students revise and/or complete unanswered questions.)  
 

This is the end of the Listening Comprehension Examination. 


