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HALF YEARLY EXAMINATIONS 
Maria Regina College 

Scholastic Year 2017 - 2018 

Year 6      English Listening Comprehension   Time: 30 minutes 

TEACHER’S PAPER 

Procedures for Task One 

Look at Task One. 
(Allow a 15-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the task). 

Listen carefully.  You will listen to the reader twice. 

You are going to listen to some interesting information about fairy tales.  If you 
wish, you may start working the exercises as you listen.                             

Do you like fairy tales? Did you know that fairy tales are often influenced by 
different cultures and times, and that’s why there are different versions around 
the world? 

1. A fairy tale is a story which depicts a fantastic sequence of events. Often, 
fairy tales include creatures from folklore such as goblins, witches and 
dragons. Fairy tales usually take place “once upon a time”, with few 
references to real people, places or events. 

2. Two brothers, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, created a compilation of 
traditional German folktales.  This compilation was published in 1812 and 
was often referred to as Grimm’s Fairy Tales.  Grimms’ folktales include 
many of the fairy tales we have come to know and love, like Little Red Riding 
Hood and Snow White. 

3. The original versions of fairy tales tended to be gruesome and so they have 
often been rewritten to make them more appealing.  

http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/WickedWitch
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/OnceUponATime
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4. In the early centuries, the story of Little Red Riding Hood was used to warn 
children of the dangerous wild animals in the woods.  People were really 
afraid of wolves back then! 

5. Fairy tales have been reinvented by various cultures through the years. 
Hollywood has created popular movie versions of  Cinderella, Snow 
White and Alice in Wonderland.  

6. More than 700 versions of Cinderella have been collected from around the 
world and it has appeared in almost every language. It is also the most 
popular pantomime on the British stage. 

7. Early versions of Goldilocks and the Three Bears story had three good-
natured and trusting male bears, but over the years these have changed to 
a father bear, a mother bear and a baby bear. 

8. In some versions of Little Red Riding Hood  the heroine is bringing grape 
juice and banana bread to her grandmother and in some other works she is 
carrying wine and cake! 

9. A wolf was not always the villain in early versions of Little Red Riding Hood 
– sometimes the villain was an ogre or a werewolf. 

10. Fairy tales were originally intended for all ages, but for a long period of time, 
they were only written or presented as children's stories. Disney is rather 
famous for adapting fairy tales into movie musicals, often with changes to 
make them more light-hearted.  

11. Fairy tales are well-liked by famous authors such as Charles Dickens who 
said that fairy tales helped to keep him ever so young! 

Adapted from: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/books/20-fantastic-fairy-tale-
facts-29934105.html 

http://www.nlb.gov.sg/discovereads/2016/01/28/11-fun-facts-about-fairy-tales/ 
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/FairyTale 

 

 

 

http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/TheMovie
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/TheMusical
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/Disneyfication
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/Disneyfication
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/books/20-fantastic-fairy-tale-facts-29934105.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/books/20-fantastic-fairy-tale-facts-29934105.html
http://www.nlb.gov.sg/discovereads/2016/01/28/11-fun-facts-about-fairy-tales/
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/FairyTale
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Exercise 1:  Tick with a very good sign () only three of the fairy tales 
mentioned in Task One.                                                  
(Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 
 

 Snow White and       Jack and the   
 the Seven Dwarfs    the     Beanstalk 

 
 

  Goldilocks and the     Little Red 
  Three Bears      Riding Hood 
 
 

  The Little        Hansel and 
  Mermaid       Gretel 
 
 
 
 
 

  Beauty and       Rapunzel 
  the Beast 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 Exercise 2:  Listen to the sentences and underline the correct word  
 or phrase in the brackets.                  
 

(Include a 4-second pause after each number.) 

Number 1: Fairy tales usually take place “once upon a time”, with (few, no, 
many) references to real people, places or events.                 (4 seconds) 

 

Number 2: Two (cousins, brothers, twins) Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, created a 
compilation of traditional German folktales.                           (4 seconds) 

http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/OnceUponATime
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Number 3: More than 700 versions of (Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, 
Sleeping Beauty) have been collected from around the world and it 
has appeared in almost every language.                                  (4 seconds) 

Number 4: In some versions of Little Red Riding Hood the heroine is bringing 
(apple juice and grape bread, grape juice and banana bread, orange 
juice and apple bread) to her grandmother.                            (4 seconds) 

Number 5: Fairy tales are well-liked by famous authors such as Charles Dickens 
who said that fairy tales helped to keep him ever so (strong, happy, 
young)!                                                                                          (4 seconds) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now you will hear the text again. Listen carefully. 

The reader is to go back to page 1 and read the text again for a second time, 
including Exercise 1 and 2 of Task One.  The 4-second pause is to be included 
after each item.  After the reading, s/he is to say: 
 
You now have some time to check your answers.                             
(Allow 30 seconds) 
 
This is the end of Task One.  
(Allow a 30-second pause between Task 1 and Task 2) 

 

Procedures for Task Two 
 

Look at the three exercises for Task Two. 
(Allow a 50-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the three 
exercises.) 

Listen carefully.  You will listen to the reader twice. 
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Who doesn’t like Fairy Tales?  

Each and every one of us have heard fairy tales in our childhood either from our 
parents or from our grandparents. Fairy tales are stories, which may not 
necessarily be real stories but are still very imaginative and informative.  Some 
fairy tales are very famous and are well known by every child across the world.  
Such stories are usually fiction but they still make us think a lot about them and 
therefore they help to instill reasoning and creative skills. 

Bedtime Stories 

There are many fairy tale books available in the market such as The Arabian 
Nights.  Its unique 1001 fables make for a very good reading especially during 
the night, before going to bed.  Such has been the influence of fairy tales that 
some children have to hear a story read out to them before they go to sleep.  It’s 
a kind of lullaby without which the child is unable to sleep. 

Characters in Fairy Tales 

The fairy tales are so named as most of the stories have a fairy with magical 
powers.  The fairy is able to perform magic and makes things happen as she 
wishes.  Most fairy tales invariably have a beautiful princess, a prince charming 
and a cruel witch.  It is this factor that attracts children to fairy tales; they are 
written lucidly and have a very simple-to-understand plot. 

Fairy tales have always featured mythical characters which have never existed 
such as goblins, giants and elves.  One of the most popular kinds of characters in 
fairy tales are the talking animals.  These animals portray human emotions. 

Today, for all our costume parties or Halloween celebrations, more often than 
not, we see elves, vampires, witches and other fairy tale characters.  The princess 
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in her sparkling white wedding gown marrying the love of her life is still the most 
sought after dream for many women. 

Fairy Tales Today 

Fairy tales are becoming less and less popular because parents today do not have 
enough time to read to their children.  As a result, children are not able to enjoy 
the wonderful stories during bedtime. The use of the internet has also hindered 
fairy tales as children are surfing online most of the time and devote either lesser 
or no time towards reading. 

The Future of Fairy Tales 

The most immortal of fairy tales are perhaps Cinderella and Red Riding Hood. 
These stories are forever embedded in our minds and we have read them over 
and over again.  Some fairy tale characters, such as Cinderella, are so popular 
among children that they have been converted into animated characters which 
are shown on television and in cinema theatres.  This shows that even today, no 
matter how many generations have passed, the young mind will always love the 
colourful, innocent lives of the fairy tale characters. 

Adapted from http://www.childrenstory.com/tales/ 

Listen to the exercises and complete them.  
(Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 
 

Exercise 1: Match the parts of the sentences in Column A with those 
in Column B to form a complete sentence by writing the correct   
number in the box.  
 

The first one is done for you.  In Column A, number one, we read:  Fairy tales are 
stories which may not necessarily be real stories ...  In Column B, the other part 
of this sentence is: … but are still very imaginitive and informative.  
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Now I am going to read Column A and Column B. While I am reading you may 
match the parts of the sentences. 

Column A 

Number 1. Fairy tales are stories which may not necessarily be real stories 

Number 2. It’s a kind of lullaby without which 

Number 3. Most fairy tales invariably have a beautiful princess, 

Number 4. Fairy tales have always featured mythical characters which have 
never existed 

Number 5. The use of internet has also hindered fairy tales 

Number 6. Even today, no matter how many generations have passed, 

Column B: 

the young mind will always love the colourful, innocent lives of the fairy tale 
characters. 

such as goblins, giants and elves. 

but are still very imaginitive and informative. 

as children are surfing online most of the time.  

a prince charming and a cruel witch. 

the child is unable to sleep. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exercise 3:  Fill in each blank with the right word or phrase.  
 

 

 Exercise 2:  True, False or No Information Given.  Tick the correct box 
 in the table below with a very good sign () .  
 

(Include a 4-second pause after each number.) 
 

1. The Arabian Nights is one of the famous fairy tale books. 
Tick the correct box now.                                                                     (4 seconds) 

2. Most fairy tales not only have a princess and a prince but also a witch to try 
to keep them away from each other. 
Tick the correct box now.                                                                     (4 seconds) 

3. Children spend more time reading fairy tales than using the internet. 
Tick the correct box now.                                                                     (4 seconds) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 (Include a 4-second pause after each item.) 
 

1. Some fairy tales are very  __________________________ and are well 
known by every child across the  __________________________. 

    (4 seconds) 
2. Today, for our __________________________ parties or  Halloween 

celebrations, more often than not, we see elves, vampires, 
_________________________  and other fairy tale characters.  
                                                                                                                 (4 seconds) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now you will hear the text again. Listen carefully. 
The reader is to go back to page 4 and read the text again for a second time, 
including Exercise 1, 2 and 3 of Task Two.  The 4-second pause is to be included 
after each item.  After the reading, s/he is to say: 
 

You now have some time to check your answers.   
(Allow 60 seconds) 

This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening Comprehension Paper.  


